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Position of Socrates in Plato’s Apology.
In my view, Socrates actions were appropriate. In 399 BC, Socrates was sentenced to death after he was found guilty of not believing in gods and corrupting the youth. In the trial which consisted of 501 Athenians, Socrates attended to two sets of accusations: the new accusations and the old accusations. In the old accusations, he was accused of allegedly accused of a investigating heavenly and earthly things and teaching the same practices to other people. In the new accusations, the Greek philosopher was accused of not believing in Athens gods but believed in spiritual gods. In addition, Socrates was accused of corrupting the youth (Reeve 37).
Socrates first attended to the old charges which he described as prejudices fixed in the mind of jurors. Believing it would be too hard to eliminate such discrimination, Socrates refuted the accusation. He as well dismissed the claims that he taught others his doctrines by affirming he is not a teacher. Socrates asserted that the accusations were based on falsehood; he states that the accusations had developed a bad reputation for many years. For instance, he gave an example in Aristophanes comedy play known as The Clouds, where Aristophanes referred a man called Socrates who claims he can walk on air and other nonsense (Morgan Michael 297). Regarding the study of earth beneath and heaven above, he refuted the claims by confirming he had no interest in physical sciences.
Having defended himself from the old accusations, Socrates proceeds to address the charges in the new accusations. Meletus accused Socrates of not believing the gods of the state and corrupting the youth (Morgan Michael 298). To defend himself against the allegations, Socrates asks Meletus to answer some questions. Socrates pins Meletus and interestingly accuses him of introducing new divinities and asserting Socrates is an atheist.
Having addressed all the accusations, Socrates made it clear he did not fear death. He understood that people who faced similar charges to him will try to win sympathy or influence the judges by using influential people or members of the family to plead for him. Socrates refrained from such tactics. After the vote by the Athens jury he lost the case. As a custom in Athens, Socrates who had been condemned to death had the opportunity to propose a different sentence after payment of a specific amount of money. Socrates stated he had no money and even him some of his friends volunteered to pay for him he would not accept as it is to admit guilt of charges he was innocent from (Reeve 37). From the responses made by Socrates, it apparent that his actions were appropriate and Athenian democracy was to blame. 
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